Isaiah 26:3-4 (ESV)
You keep him in perfect peace whose mind is stayed on
you, because he trusts in you. Trust in the Lord forever,
for the Lord God is an everlasting rock.
To say that we live in interesting times is an understatement. The media is full of information about the economic
woes of the Western world and the crippling national
debt crisis that almost brought the banking system to its
knees.
Now, our politicians are faced with the task of balancing
the books and bringing the debt situation under control.
They constantly talk about cutting waste and ending our
credit binge. We have been told about cuts and more cuts.
Some media outlets have even declared that we will be
facing savage cuts!
This is bound to affect a lot of people, as it can be very discouraging to hear this type of news, day in, day out.
The truth is it is absolutely impossible for you and I to operate in this side of the world or any part of the world for
that matter without money. We spend money when we are sleeping. We spend money when we are awake.
Everything is money! Money! Money!
I just want to encourage you today to keep your mind fixed on God's word, just as Scripture has commanded us to.
The vibes we are getting from the government and the media are not encouraging. Trust me! You are not going to
get any form of encouragement from them. It is time we put our trust in your Heavenly Father more than ever
before. It will be good for our spiritual life and great for our mental health.
Perfect peace is possible as Isaiah 26:3-4 states, but only if we keep our mind fixed on our Heavenly Father as
opposed to feeding our minds with fear, doubt and unbelief. What does His word say about this current climate? Or
better put, what has His word said about your current situation? Believe me, it is high time that we begin to focus in
on His Word and tune out the fear and unbelief.
Here are a few things I would like to encourage you to consider:
Pray for Those in Authority: You might say why on earth should I have to do this? These are the same comedians
doing the cutbacks. Well, the Bible commands us to do so. We should pray for those who are in authority (1Timothy
2:1-4). It doesn't matter what your political persuasion is. We have people in government now who are making decisions that will affect us. Praying for them is absolutely essential!
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Scripture does point out that when the nation you live in prospers, you prosper. We must take a prayerful interest
in the society we live in (Jeremiah 29:7).
Let Not Your Heart Be Troubled: You might say, "Pastor, I cannot help myself! I am worried and anxious about the
things I am hearing. At work, I can see the directors and managers having secret meetings. We all know something
is up, but nobody is saying a thing."
The Scripture does teach that as children of God, we should not be anxious about anything (Philippians 4: 6-7). In
fact, when Jesus was going to the cross, knowing fully well the impact the event would have on His disciples, He
commanded them not to let their heart be troubled (John 14:1).
Make a decision today! A quality decision! Say to yourself, I will not let my heart be troubled! I am going to trust
Almighty God, my Heavenly Father to see me through these tough times.
Get in the Word: Yes! Spend a lot of time meditating on Scripture. Reading Scripture and soaking in the
experiences of bible characters who had to trust God in difficult times will be very beneficial to you. The stories will
give you encouragement (Romans 15:4) and help you build your faith in your Heavenly Father.
There are amazing personalities you can study and learn a lot from. For example Joseph, Daniel, David, Isaiah the
Prophet, Paul the apostle, the list is endless. These characters had to deal with disappointment, betrayal and
economic hardship. God's word is alive and it would do you a lot of good getting acquainted with it.
Trust Him: This is a very vital point. This is not about making a lot of noise. It is the confident assurance that the
Father has your highest interest at heart and He has the resources to take care of you. It is you committing your
future into His hands, confident that He will take care of you no matter what happens (Hebrews 11:1).
Our Heavenly Father requires that we trust Him. That is why my previous point highlights the fact that you need to
get in the word. The more you know somebody, the more confident you get in the relationship. The more you know
God, the more you become confident in your relationship with Him.
Trust Him with all your heart; don't lean on your understanding (Proverbs 3:5). No wonder Paul the apostle had so
much confidence in his relationship with the Father. He knew him and trusted Him. He was absolutely certain that
God would take care of him even though he was staring in the face of great danger. He was confident he and all the
people on board a ship would survive a shipwreck (Acts 27:13-44), even though the circumstances were contrary.
Trusting your Heavenly Father extinguishes fear. Once your trust is properly placed in Him, bad news will no longer
have the same impact on you (Psalm 112:7). You will know for certain where your help comes from (Psalm 121: 12). Catch you next month!
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